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THE TEMPERATURE A T  PORT0 VELHO, AMAZONAS, 
BRAZl L. 

BY .4LFRRD J .  HEX!(>.. 

Through the courtouy of Dr. Frrdwick L. Ho.flinltn, 
statistician, Prudentid Insurance CI,. . t,he Weatther 
Bureau has been supplied with almost 13: years of rlinia- 
tological observat.ionx m d e  by t,he E!~gincc.riiig Depnrt- 
ment of the Madeira-Mlxmore Railway at  it3 east.c.rn 
terminal, Porto Velho, on Mndeira River just above thc, 
point where navigation on that rivor is intnrnipted by 
ra ids and falls. 

h e  monthly totals of rainfall will npyear in an early 
number of this REVIEW. 

"he temperature observations were made a t  the hours 
6:30 and 11:OO a. m. and 3:OO and 6:30 p. m. esccpt that 
the last-named hour was changed to 5 3 0  hc.ginniiig with 
June,. 1917. No one of these hours alone, or ally com- 
bination of them which might be made, would yield 
results that would closely approximate t91ie inean temper- 
ature of the 24 hours, hence the means for e ~ c h  sc?parat,e 
hour have been computed and are presented in Table 1. 
These data give a close approximation to the daily ranme 
in temperature for each month of tlie year. It may ge 
seen b simple inspection that the mean temperature 
rises azout 10' daily from 6:30 a. m. to 3:OO p. ni. dar- 
ing the wet season, whic.h extends from November to 
Mag, and as much as 15', oil the average, in trim winter 
or dry season. Since the occurrence or ~ionoccurre:ice 
of showers in the afternoon would have an important 

influence on the afternoon maximum, it ;S inferred that 
relatively dry months in the wet season would be favor- 
able to hi h temperature. 

ing hours was 104' F. in October, 1914. !l!emperatures of 
100' F. were also recorded in August and October, 1916, 
and in September, 1917. September is the month of 
greatest nitmima and February tlie least. 

The lowest temperature recorded during the period of 
observations was 56' F. in June, 1916,. at 6:30 a. m. I 
have com iled from the daily observations the observed 

The meam given a t  the bottom of this table may he 
considered LS approsimate means of the monthly ex- 
tremes from which may be obtained the average monthly 
rauge of temperature. An inspection of these mean 
resu1t.s shows thnt the range is greatest in the winter 
months of June-August mid least lu tslie summer months 
of JQuu:'r!.-Fel>l.uury. 

I t  is interesting to note that Porto Velho temperabtures 
were a t  n masimuni in 1914-15, and at a miiiimum in 
1916-17, :is noted for Broquipn.' 
T.wm 1 .--Xonthly m e m  tempernticre at Porlo T;.Zho, Bralil, for thc 

holm ?mnrd, Jnnwzry, 1903, to Noivniber, 19?1. 

The big % est temperature recorded at anv of the observ- 

cstrcmes 9 or each nloilth and present them in Table 2. 
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